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hour, and at any other time, particularly during a battle, when it was considered that a little music would cheer things up. It was not a good band, and its repertoire was very limited, but we appreciated it enormously.
Towards the end of March it was made known officially that the rebels had been driven from the Menakha position with great loss, and that Izzet Pasha's advance guard had reached Sook-el-Khamis. This news was confirmed by a sudden activity on the part of Mohammed All Pasha, our commander, who evidently intended, by creating a diversion from Sanaa, to facilitate the relieving army's advance over the difficult ground still intervening. A rumour besides was gaining ground that the relieving army had suffered a serious reverse, and been compelled to return to the coast. It was no doubt with a view to giving the lie to this and similar stories current, that the Turks engaged in a succession of sorties. The first of these took place on March 20. A couple of batteries, with an infantry battalion and some machine guns, occupied the " donkey's back,'5 a ridge lying east of the town, and shelled the enemy in Shaoob throughout most of the day. The guns must have fired quite a thousand rounds, but the effect on the houses and towers was surprisingly small, for the common shell passed clean through them without bursting. Howitzers with high explosives would have been very effective had the Turks possessed any at the time. Towards the end of the day the Arabs made a counter-attack from the east, out of sight of the town. We heard heavy rifle and machine-gun fire, which lasted for some time. The force returned at nightfall, having suffered, so we heard, a loss in killed of about twenty men. This is a subject, however, on which the Turks are always very reticent* Every precaution is taken to prevent the extent of their casualties becoming known. The dead are either buried where they fall, or smuggled out to the cemetery after dark, and the wounded are kept out of sight as much as possible. Official accounts, especially when furnished to newspapers, in nine cases out of ten are quite untrustworthy. The Arabs were reported, as usual, to have lost very heavily, but this was evidently a pure conjecture, as to the truth .of which I personally was rather sceptical.